In order to show this body uncovered, I raised the tissue of the gums which formed a kind of operculum at the superior part, thus completing the cyst in which the morbid product was shut up.
This dissection made, the anatomy of the tumor, with a complete revelation of its nature, was revealed. All of that portion of the left side of the inferior maxillary comprised between the ramus of the jaw and the first small molar was found to be converted into a cavity which contained a hard, oval mass, of the size of an egg, having an uneven surface, covered by small tubercles which were invested by a layer of enamel penetrating into the substance of the bone, and easily recognizable by its shining appearance and its peculiar color, (pi. 1, fig. 1.) Having divided the tumor into two equal parts, it was ascertained that it consisted of homogeneous compact tis- Fig. 1. - Fig. 1 fig. 4 , b. The tooth, partially enclosed in the calcareous tissue, was taken out after several trials. The operation was an entire success; for twelve years after the disease had not returned.
The preceding cases it seems to me, are calculated to throw some light on the origin of certain cysts which are frequently found in the substance of the jaw, and which it has been the tendency of recent researches to attribute to the abnormal increase in the natural cavities of the organism ; that is to say, to the growth of the dental follicles themselves.
This opinion is founded as well upon the consideration of the seat of these tumors, which appear along the dental arch, and at an age corresponding generally to one of the two phases of life characterized by the double work of dentition, as upon the microscopic results which has proved the existence, several times, of an epithelium investing the interior of these cysts, on the roots of the teeth prominent in them.* Now as to the epithe- Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 Robin, (400 diameters.) This portion of the tumor is chiefly composed of dentine, the tubes of which radiate more or less regularly from minute depressions in its substance. These tubes closely approximated to each other in one part of their course, diminish in number, and become more and more minute and ramified as they approach the surface of the tumor. Fig. 2 . d,f.?They terminate in a fine point towards the line of junction between the ivory and the enamel (a, b, c.) 
